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MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 
presents 
Margaret O'Brien 
Academy Award Winning Actress 
in 
etlctus flower 
A comedy in two acts 
by 
Abe Burrows 
Produced by The Department of Communication 
and 
Blackfriars Drama Society 
MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 
THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION 
and 










Directed by Dominic J. Cunetto 
Set Designer/Technical Director: Wayne Durst 
Special Assistant: Mimi Carter 
CHARACTERS 
(In Order of Their Appearance) 
Toni Simmons ............................................................................. Karen Smutny 
Igor Sullivan .................................................................................... Mike Kelley 
Stephanie Dickinson .............................................................. Margaret O'Brien 
Mrs. Dixon Durant.. ............................ ................................... Laurie Wolverton 
Dr. Julian Winston .......................................................................... Steve Fisher* 
Harvey Greenfield .......................................................................... Bill McCook 
Senor Arturo Sanchez ............................................................ DeWitt Caillavet * 
Customer ........................................................................................ Lemond Irvin 
Waiter .................................................................................................. Tom Kelly 
Boticelli's Springtime .................................................................... Karla Stuart 
Music Lover .............................. .................................................. Derrick Martin 
(Understudy to Miss O'Brien) .................................................. Paula Harrison* 
Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc., 25 West 45th 
Street , New York, New York, 10036 
*Denotes membership in Alpha Psi Omega, National Honorary Dramatic 
Fraternity 
Margaret O'Brien is appearing at Mississippi State University through the 
courtesy of Actor's Equity Association. 
PRODUCTION STAFF 
Stage Manager: Jimmy Butler 
Stage Electrician: J.T. Gonzales 
Scenery: Lydell Boswell, Karla Stuart, Gray Daniel, Tom Kelly, Paula 
Harrison, Derrick Martin, DeWitt Caillavet, Marla Cunetto,Julie 
Kolb, Karen Shockley, Stephen Cunetto, and Melissa Kolb 
Stage Crew: Karen Shockley and Corliss Smith 
Props Mistress: Twyla Westphal 
Sound Technicians: Tamy Triplett and Eddie Stokes 
Costumes Mistress: Jean Carmichael* 
Lighting Crew: Gray Daniel, Diane Wilson, Tamy Triplett, J. T. Gonzales, 
and Dottie Blount 
Publicity Crew: Paula Harrison, Derrick Martin, Tom Kelly, Jimmy Butler, J. 
T. Gonzales, Tamy Triplett, Ruth Broome, Sara Hadley, 
Gray Daniel, and Mike Kelley 
Sponsors: Air Force ROTC, First Federal Savings and Loan, Gerri's Women's 
Apparel, Kleban's Shoes, MSU Dining Services, Montgomery's 
Jewelry, Owing's Drug Company, Starkville Cafe, Stokes' 
Superette, Town and Campus Dress Shop, and W. L. Curry & 
Company 
Miss O'Brien's Dresser: Paula Harrison 
SYNOPSIS OF SCENES 
ACT! 
Scene 1: Toni's apartment, somewhere in Greenwich Village. 
Scene 2: Dr. Winston's office. 
Scene 3: Toni's apartment. 
Scene 4: 'Dr. Winston's office. 
Scene 5: The L.P. Record Shop in the Village. 
Scene 6: Toni's apartment. 
Scene 7: Dr. Winston's office. 
Scene 8: A small night spot a few days later. 
ACT II 
Scene 1: The doctor' s office, early the next morning. 
Scene 2: The L.P. Record Shop, that afternoon. 
Scene 3: The doctor's office, later that afternoon. 
Scene 4: The night spot, later that night. 
Scene 5: Dr. Winston's office, the next morning. 
Scene 6: Toni's apartment, that evening. 
Scene 7: The doctor's office, the next morning. 
There will be a ten minute intermission between acts. 
Please refrain from taking photographs during the performance. 
Thank you 
Special Thanks to: Ben Garner Ford, lqc. and the Division of University 
Relations. 
·Margaret O'Brien won her Academy Award in 1944 for "Meet Me In St. Louis"-
thus the marvel child of movies joining Hollywood hierarchy - Academy of Motion 
Picture royal family- the Oscar chosen. 
Margaret's career from age four has encompassed all three mediums of action -
screen, television, and stage. But she'll laughingly reminisce, "I really got started as a 
'second fiddle'." 
At age three, Margaret accompanied her mother to the famed photographer Paul 
Hesse's studio, for some professional dance photos. Hesse immediately saw in the petite 
little girl in pigtails, with shiny hazel eyes and freckles spl'inkled across her nose, the 
appeal for a knock-out magazine cover. Months later. a Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
executive saw the cover on a national magazine and sent for Margaret to test for 
"Journey for Margaret," starring Robert Young. She won the role and a seven-year 
contract. Her performance as the neurotic little British war orphan was hailed by 
worldwide critics and Margaret was acclaimed a future star. After such films as 
MADAME CURIE, JANE EYRE, MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS, she was voted by Motion 
Picture Herald Fame-poll as one of the screen's top ten money-making stars. An 
overseas tour with her mother confirmed all the critics' and poll predictions that the 
little girl had won the hearts of the world. 
From 1946 through 1949 Margaret accumulated continuing laurels with perfor-
mances in THREE WISE FOOLS, 10th AVENUE ANGEL, THE BIG CITY, and LITTLE 
WOMEN (still her favorite film of all). All the while, of course, she was gaining her 
education from tutors on the MGM lot - most of whom came from Eastern schools, 
which probably accounts for Margaret's still slight trace of New England accent. And 
she still possesses the happy heart and boundless enthusiasm of her childhood in a 
profession she loved every minute of. 
"Like all juvenile stars I was expected to experience a dry period of activity during 
the teens. But I spent most of mine hard at work." Suddenly television provided the 
perfect balance between motion pictures and stage appearances, and Margaret could 
call upon her expertise in both mediums drawing assignments in all of the top dramatic 
live TV shows including CBS PLAYHOUSE, GENERAL ELECTRIC THEATRE, 
ROBERT MONTGOMERY PRESENTS, STUDIO ONE, ALFRED HITCHCOCK 
THEATRE, and so on. "There never really was a time I was out of work when I really 
wanted to work," says Margaret. 
She had slipped into theatre- working on the stage - as naturally as though she had 
been born to it. She first appeared in Boston and New York, then throughout the mid-
west, in "Child of the Morning," by Clare Booth Luce, and starring Arthur O'Connell. 
Other plays were "The Intruder," "Kiss and Tell," "Peg o' My Heart," "Smiling 
Through," "Gigi," "Romeo and Juliet" with John Barrymore, Jr., "Thousand Clowns," 
"Barefoot in the Park," and the National Company of "Under the Yum Yum Tree." 
In "Marcus Welby, M.D.," she won special critical comment for her dramatic 
performance, and again with George Maharis in TV's "Death in Space." She 
interspersed Hollywood assignments with dinner-theatre engagements, becoming one 
of the box-office favorites of the summer and winter legit circuit. 
In 1976 she retired from acting to await her baby. But even while a lady-in-waiting, 
Margaret enjoyed helping to promote the excitement over revival of Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer's great compilations of the finest in film fare - "That's Entertainment" and 
"Entertainment II." She made personal appearances on radio, television, and at charity 
premieres- a lovely emissary for a golden decade in which she was so luminous a part. 
